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13.5 Village Centre (VC) Development Permit Area
(Scotch Creek)
13.5.1 Area
This DPA applies to the areas shown on Schedule F.
13.5.2 Guidelines
(a) New development in the form of pedestrian-oriented mainstreet building types or infill that
creates enclosed nodes/courtyards rather than auto-oriented strip malls are strongly
encouraged.
(b) The primary pedestrian entrance to all units and all buildings should be from the street, or,
if from the parking area, a pedestrian sidewalk should be provided. Entries should be
visible and prominent.
(c) Buildings on corners should have entries, windows and an active street presence on the
two public facades to avoid the creation of blank walls in prominent locations.
(d) Natural building materials, such as wood, rock or stone, are encouraged. Faux materials,
including faux siding, are discouraged.
(e) Weather protection in the form of awnings or canopies should be provided overall grade
level entries to residential and retail units.
(f) Design of signage and lighting should be integrated with the building facade and with any
canopies or awnings.
(g) Driveways that intrude into the pedestrian realm are discouraged. Shared parking and
access are encouraged.
(h) Front parking is only supported in cases where landscaping provides a buffer between the
parking and the street. Site plans should be submitted for review by the Regional District.
(i) Provision for services and deliveries should be at the rear yards with appropriate screening
to adjacent properties and public space. Where service entries are required at the fronts
of buildings, care should be taken not to compromise the pedestrian environment.
(j) Residential dwelling units in mixed use buildings may be located either above or behind a
commercial unit, and may be accessed from the front, rear or side(s) of the building. This
form of residential development is intended to contribute to variety in housing size and
affordability in Scotch Creek.
(k) Development of a civic public space within the village core is strongly recommended. Until
such time as a dedicated community centre is possible, opportunities to add landscape,
benches and other amenities to a centrally located parking lot so that it may also serve
other uses, for example as public gathering space, farmer’s market, or space for special
events, are encouraged.
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